Sunday, April 2, 2026

2nd Weekend of Easter
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

WOrship Services: Saturdays at 5:00pm ® Sundays at 9:45am

Parish Education: Sunday School - Grades Pre-K to 6th - 8:30am ® Adult Forum - 8:30am
Confirmation - Grades 7 & 8 - Wednesdays 6:30pm

Church Office Hours: Tues-Thurs 9am-2pm ¢ Fri 9am-12pm

235 S Green Street | PO Box 245 | Somonauk, IL 60552 | 815-498-3667
office@elcastjohns.org | www.elcastjohns.org
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for the week of

LWR Lutheran World Relief Work Days
Tuesday and Wednesday this week.

See times above. There are always more

jobs than workers, so please take a few

moments to come and give us a hand.

Offering 4/4 and 4/5 Received |Received YTD
General Fund $24,561.00 | $61,711.39
Capital Fund $550.01 $4,213.81
Cusco Lutheran Churches $67.60 $417.95
Habitat for Humanity $100.00 $370.00
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April Special Offering

The April Special Offering will benefit the St.
John’s Capital Fund. The Capital Fund pays for
improvements and repairs to the St. John’s
building and property. There are always ex-
penses that need to be paid with Capital Fund
monies plus we need a little “cushion” in case
we have some emergency. The church build-
ing, the parsonage and even the last addition
are all close to 20 years old and need some
tender, loving care, which may include painting
and some major building upkeep. If you are a
property owner, you know that owning proper-
ty costs money and it is no different with the
church. It may be a leaky sink or something
much larger that is needing attention, but eve-
rything comes with a cost. None of us would be
happy if we didn’t have good heat in winter or
nice, cool air conditioning in the summer. That
may not be the case if we have a break-down
of equipment. Please be generous to the spe-
cial offering for April and remember the Capital
Fund in your regular giving.
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Prelude

Welcome & Announcements
Please stand as you are able.

Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

®P):  Alleluia! Christ is risen.

@: Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P):  Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!

@B: Amen.

P):  Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

(P): Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us be-
side still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain,
roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

@: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P):  Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We
give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining
us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

@: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P):  Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers
that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

@: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

®P):  Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, how and forever.

@: Amen.

Gathering Hymn ELW 384 That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright

Greeting

P):  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

@: And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
®P):  Almighty and eternal God,

@: the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may
we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s
blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

The First Reading comes from Acts Chapter 2 vs 14a, 22-32
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God.



A):  Our Psalm today is Psalm 16
lProtect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord,
my good above all other.”
2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
3But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied.
“I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,never take their names upon
my lips.
O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot.
®My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich inheritance.
’1 will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night after night.
81 have set the Lord always before me; because God is at my right hand, I shall
not be shaken.
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope.
1°For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the pit.
1You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your
right hand are pleasures forevermore.

A: The Second Reading comes from 1 Peter Chapter 1 verses 3-9
Al:  Word of God, Word of Life.
[B: Thanks be to God.

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Presentation

Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font. The assembly is seated.
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words:

P): God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through
the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and
death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in
the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's
mission for the life of the world.

Parents for each candidate, in turn, present the candidates:

Parents Response: We present our son, Caden John Gunier for baptism.

(P): Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to
have your child baptized into Christ?
Parent’s Response: We do.

P):  As you bring Caden to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsi-
bilities: to live with him among God's faithful people, bring him to the word of God
and the holy supper, teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Command-
ments, place in his hands the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, so
that your child may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care
for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.

P): Do you promise to help Caden grow in the Christian faith and life?
Parent’s Response: I do.

(P):  Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Caden in the Christian faith as you are empow-
ered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in com-
munion with the church?

Sponsor’s Response: We do.

P:  People of God, do you promise to support Caden and pray for him in their new life in
Christ?

B: Wedo.

The assembly stands.

Profession of Faith

P): Iaskyou to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
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Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this
world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Font

P): The Lord be with you.

@: And also with you.

P):  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

@: 1Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P): We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death
and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to
live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are
washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forev-
er.

@: Amen.

The assembly may be seated.

Baptism

P): Caden John, I baptize you in the name of the Father,*
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

@: Amen. You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia!

P):  Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal
life.

Laying both hands on the head of each of the newly baptized, the minister prays for each:

P):  Sustain Caden with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of
the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

@: Amen.

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the baptized. Oil prepared for this purpose may be used.

P):

Q:

As the sign of the cross is made, the minister says:
Caden John, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.



Welcome
A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized (to a sponsor of a young child)
as a representative of the congregation says:

P):  Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven.

The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of the congregation leads the assembly in the welcome.
P): Let us welcome the newly baptized.

§: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and
redeeming word to all the world.

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 20th Chapter
B: Glory to you O Lord. Gospel: John 20:19-31
@): The Gospel of our Lord.
B: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
Sermon

Hymn of the Day ELW 635 We Walk by Faith

Prayers of Intercession

(P]:  Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world,

let us pray for the needs of all creation.
A brief silence.

... Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

B: Amen.

The Peace

P): The peace of the Lord be with you all.

@: And also with you.

P): Let us offer to each other the sign of peace.

Offering

H@e

Please stand as you are able.
Offering Prayer
P):  Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger
and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and
mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

ialogue

:  The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
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to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer

P):  Gathered at and around the Lord’s table, we remember with thanksgiving that
“In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 'Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.’
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: 'This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.””

The Lord’s Prayer
P):  Let us pray together the words our Savior gave us:

@: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
Holy Communion is served.

Please stand as you are able.
Prayer after Communion
Al:  Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are mak-
ing all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our en-
emies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

¥: Amen.

Blessing

P  God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the
dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *+ bless you now and forever.

B: Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW 535 Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises

Pastor & Assisting Minister process to back of sanctuary during Sending Hymn.



Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
B: Thanks be to God.
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God's work. Our hands.
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